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When old meets new
There are those who say that the
days of the library as we know it are
dead and gone. I agree, but only
with the part of the statement that
says "as we know it."
This new Poynter Library
building has a significant and
necessary high-tech presence. We
probably have enough wire, cable
and electronics to wire 10 libraries
of 10 years ago. We think we are
pretty close to being state-of-the-art
in library technology.
But times are changing rapidly.
I will paraphrase that noted philosopher of our time, Dave Barry, about
which computer you should buy.
Barry says you should buy the one
that comes out two days after you
have bought your new computer.
We faced a problem much like
this when we planned for this
library, but we took our best shot
when we had to. We feel that we
have created a situation where the
library can be accessed without
actually coming into the buildingbut most of our users still come to
the building.
A lot of data and information are
available in full text on the monitor,
but our users also want hard copy.
Our book and video circulation
figures continue to climb.
Technology is absolutely necessary, but I think the book, the
See Director on page 2

Art work that was
designed for the library
also was dedicated Nov. 1.
Artist Robert Calvo, a USF
alumnus who now works
from Portland, Ore., was
on hand to discuss Alexandria, his series of suspended arches and wallmounted sculptures.
The public art project
comprises three hanging
arches in the library's
atrium. The Portal Arch,
Pediment, and Arch with
Keystone are made of
"found" wooden beams.
They bear a resemblance to
ancient structures that
housed libraries, such as
temples and basilicas.

Fiction contest news

The new
Poynter Library
was the host site
for a reception
held just prior to
the vice presidential debate in
October. More
than 400 people
attended the
reception, and
many stayed to
watch the debate
on large-screen
television.

This year's winner of the 11th
Annual Bayboro Fiction Contest,
sponsored by SAPL, was Mark
Taylor Michaels for his story One
Man's Trash.
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Michaels, a creative
writing major from USF's
Tampa campus, is no
stranger to the fiction
contest. He won last year's honorable mention for his story Tree
Work.

Contest judge Sandra Thompson, a notable writer herself and a
former feature editor of the St.
Petersburg Times, called Michaels'
work "an irreverent, outrageous
story with vivid writing, pith,
funny dialogue and a terrific, ironic
ending."
Another notable second time
winner is Michael Albright.
Albright, an English major at USF
St. Petersburg, took second place
in the contest for two consecutive
years. Thompson says Albright's
The Weight of Darkness "is a dramatic story about a young man's
disillusionment, simply and effectively told."
Third place went to Michael !.
Arrington for Defenders of the Flag,
which Thompson praised for its
"racial tension as it affects a young
black graduate student. Subtle
impact - no polemics, just a good
story." Arrington is a communications major at the Tampa campus.
Now after more than a decade,
the fiction contest is a source of
pride for the SAPL members who
sponsor it.
Niela Eliason, who nurtured
the contest from the beginning,
recently interviewed the 1988
third-place winner, A. Manett
Ansay. Ansay went on to write
two novels that received widespread critical acclaim.
SAPL members enjoy a glow of
accomplishment knowing that
the Bayboro Fiction Contest plays
a significant part in encouraging
writers like Ansay to mark their
places in the literary world.
Kudos to SAPL for sponsoring
the contest and special thanks to
committee members Theodora
Aggeles, Niela Eliason, Rita Gould
and Joyce Van Horn.
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lt•s murder out there ... a review
I often enjoy reading a murder
mystery while simultaneously
watching CNN. This way I'm not
wasting time. I can enjoy Hercule
Poirot, Miss Marple, even P.D.
James.
The characters don't use fourletter words and busy themselves
with activities such as stealing
jewels. Murder mysteries are always
in such good taste. I am very up-todate now. I am currently reading
books by a friend, A.C. (Gene) Ayers,
starting with Hou r of the Manatee,
which won the St. Martin's Press
Best First Private Eye Novel Contest.
Gene, who lives in St. Peter sburg, spent a Tom Sawyer year at
Indian Rocks Beach when he was 7
years old. He n ever forgot it, nor did
his Northeast parents who retired
h ere. Gene did the usual things for a
thoughtful man of his generation:
Vietnam, college, photojournalism,
screen writing, divorce, single
parenting, teaching, learning. He
knew always, h e says, that he was
going to be a writer of books but
wisely waited until h e ha d survived
enough oflife to be a good writer .
And he is that.

In his first book he adroitly
created an intellectual, lonesome
cowboy type of private eye, Tony
Lowell. Lowell lives in Florida and,
like his creator, sees injustice where
there is racism, over-development
and politicians. Vulnerable, h e
isolates himself and the hull of a
boat he is restoring beside a fishing
shack, riding out in a '60s Impala
when he needs to solve a case and
make a little money to pay his
modest bills.
An elderly woman, just released
from the prison of a psychiatric
hospital, is murdered before him and
h e must fmd the culprit.
Also looking for t h e murderer is
another wonderful character, Lena
Bedrosian. She is a Greek cop who,
like Tony, has depth but who also is
a clotheshorse while Tony is a slob.
In his second book, Eye of the
Gator, Tony tilts at the phosphate
industry, r eluctantly aided by
Bedrosian.
I turn off CNN when I r ead
Ayers. You can take just so much
action. The thing with Lowell/
Bedrosian action is that they get the
bad guys in the end .

Director from page 1
journal and the newspaper are going
to be with us for a long time.
Print is still a very efficient and
effective way of transmitting information, and very portable. You don't
n eed a wall outlet or a battery, and
it is much easier on the lap.
We attempted to create a symbiotic r elation ship between print and

electronic information within this
library. It is very exciting to talk
about computer networks, CD-Rom
t owers, distance learning and
television broadcasting, but print is
still very important to our users.
We have tried n ot to neglect
print in this building, and I think we
have succeeded.
Time will tell.

- B ethia Caffery

Jntsol
Pride

Each year, USF's Divison of
Lifelong Learning and the Florida
Center for Writers sponsor the annual
Florida Suncoast Writers' conference
on the St. Petersburg campus. It is
one of the most recognized workshops
for writers in the Southeast.
This year, the conference runs
from Feb. 6-8. Featured speakers are
William Styron, Sonia Sanchez, David
Guterson and Gail Galloway Adams.
A reception at the Dali Museum in
honor of William Styron will be Feb. 5
at 7 p.m. Cost is $25. Call 974-2403
for details.

Marion Poynter gets acquainted with artist Robert Calvo during the Nelson
Poynter Library dedication. Mrs. Poynter lives in Virginia and flew in for the
celebration.

Focus on videos ... a look at the Poynter video collection
This is a continuing column
focusing on new and/or interesting
videos in our collection which you
may not have heard about previously.
Many of these are the very titles
which give an academic collection its
uniqueness.
Thanks to those of you who have
been so complimentary of previous
columns and have asked for new
ones.
Fiction and Other Truths: A
Film About Jane Rule
Pioneer feminist-lesbian author
Jane Rule is best known for her
explosive first novel Desert of the
Heart and the subsequent film
version, Desert Hearts.
The video successfully uses
extensive interviews of Jane and her
contemporaries, such as Margaret
Atwood and Marilyn Schuster, as
well as news footage to reveal her
struggle as a writer, teacher and
activist.
Intimate biographical information in pictures and narrative
chronicle her childhood, romances,
studies, travels, and the horrors
encountered during the McCarthy
era.
In the Life
In the Life is a set offour videos
from the PBS series of the same

name. Produced by WNYC as a
video news-magazine, it covers
the gay and lesbian communities
across the nation.
It is very much like other
quality network shows, such as
20 I 20, 60 Minutes, and Dateline,
but without the sensationalism.
Interviews and stories center on
personalities such as actors
Amanda Bearse, Dan Butler, Ian
Mclellan, authors Tony Kushner,
Ann Bannon, recent Lambda
Award winner Allan Berube, and
entertainment industry giants
Sidney Sheinburg and Barry
Diller.
Especially poignant are clips
from the Academy Award-winning Straight from the Heart,
where parents affirm their love
and support of their gay and
lesbian children.
Other thoughtfully covered
topics include AIDS support
groups, gays in the military, gay
veterans, Stonewall, Gay Pride
celebrations, and what it's like for
gays and lesbians in rural areas.
Rock and Roll
Premiere PBS station WGBH
from Boston and the BBC have
produced a first-rate "rockumentary'' in Rock and Roll.
More a history of popular Ameri-

can music from the rock era to the
present than a true history of rock
and roll, it is, nonetheless, comprehensive and meticulously researched.
Primary source interviews from
record producers, song writers,
musicians, disc jockeys, and performers provide an oral history
which entertains as well as enlightens. Rock and Roll does for American pop music what Anthology did
for the Beatles.
Southern African Safari
Bearing Rand McNally's imprimatur, Southern Africa Safari is an
impressive New Age trip through
Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Zambia.
The viewers follow a photo safari
through forests, grassland, valleys,
and rivers with a realistic and
symbiotic view.
The video particularly shines by
pointing out small but unusual
details, such as tracking, and by
highlighting plant life and land
formations.
Included in the tour is a breathtaking flight over Victoria Falls and
a challenging raft ride through the
gorge. Southern Africa Safari is
nature at its close-up best. It
shatters any of Hollywood's condescending and inaccurate images of
Africa.
-Jerry Notaro
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